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SELECTBOARD AND BOARD OF HEALTH  
MEETING NOTICE 

UPSTAIRS MEETING ROOM, 1 AVENUE A, TURNERS FALLS, MA 

Due to COVID-19 Public Participation will be by:  
Join Zoom Meeting:  https://zoom.us/j/82602917967 

 
Meeting ID: 82602917967       Password: 600825 

Dial into meeting:    +1 929 205 6099  or    +1 312 626 6799  or    +1 301 715 8592  

TUESDAY, May 26, 2020 

Topics may start earlier than specified, unless there is a hearing scheduled 

Meeting Being Taped       Votes May Be Taken 
 
1.  6:30 PM Selectboard Chair open the meeting, including announcing that the meeting is 

being recorded and roll call taken 
 
2.  6:30 Board of Health Chair opens the meeting, roll call taken 
 
3.  6:30 Approve Joint Selectboard and Board of Health Minutes:  May 18, 2020 
  Approve Joint Finance Committee and Board of Health Minutes:  May 6 & 20, 2020 
 
4.  6:32 Public Comment Period:  Individuals will be limited to two (2) minutes each and  
  the Selectboard will strictly adhere to time allotted for public comment 
 
5.  6:35 Personnel Board 

 Appoint David Withers, DPW Transfer Station Attendant, 14 hrs/wk, Grade A, 
Step 1, $14.74/hr, effective 5/27/20 

 Request to hire Truck Driver/Laborer 
 

6.  6:40 Chris Williams, Chief of Police 

 Pistol Permit Interviews will resume effective 5/27/20 
 
7.   6:45 COVID-19 Updates and Action Items 

 Discussion of Town Meeting Logistics and Date 

 Discussion and response to any new State Guidance or Development 
 
8:  7:00 Discuss proposed “Streetside Café and Sidewalk Sale Initiative” 

 Understanding of business needs 

 Public spaces that could be made available 

 Licensing process and insurance requirements 

 Pending legislation relative to liquor licenses  
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SELECTBOARD AND BOARD OF HEALTH  
MEETING NOTICE 

UPSTAIRS MEETING ROOM, 1 AVENUE A, TURNERS FALLS, MA 

TUESDAY, May 26, 2020 
 
 
9.   7:15 Town Meeting Warrant – To approve and execute the June 13, 2020 Annual Town 

Meeting Warrant, attached hereto 
 
 

10.  7:30 Town Administrators’ Report 

 Vote to execute a Professional Services Contract between the Town and 
Franklin County Community Development Corporation in an amount not to 
exceed $5,800 to administer a Microenterprise Loan Program to be financed 
through the Town’s FY19 Community Development Block Grant. 

 Award FY21 contract for Town of Montague Information Technology Services 
and Support to Moody Consulting of Greenfield 

 Sign Agreement allowing FRCOG to enter into highway contracts on the Town’s 
behalf 

 Topics not anticipated in 48 hour posting 

 

Upcoming Meetings: 
Selectboard Meeting, Monday, June 1, 2020, 7:00 PM via Zoom 
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ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
TOWN OF MONTAGUE 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
JUNE 13, 2020 

 
Franklin, ss. 
 
 To either of the Constables of the Town of Montague in the County of Franklin: 
 
GREETING: 
 
 In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby directed to notify 
and warn the Inhabitants of the Town of Montague qualified to vote in Town affairs to meet in the 
Turners Falls High School, 222 Turnpike Road, Turners Falls, Massachusetts, on Saturday, June 13, 
2020, at 8:30 A.M. and to act on the following articles and any motions which may be presented.   

 
ARTICLE 1:  To see if the Town will vote to receive and act upon the reports of the Officers of the 
Town and to receive the report of any committees and act thereon. 
 
ARTICLE 2:   To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectboard, or other Town departments 
with the approval of the Selectboard, to apply for and accept grants from the Federal 
Government, Commonwealth of Massachusetts, or any other source, and to expend the same for 
purposes received without further appropriation, or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.  

(Selectboard Request)   
 
ARTICLE 3:  To see if the Town will vote to fix the salaries of all elected officials as required by law 
for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2020, as set forth in Schedule I, Elected Officials, a copy of 
which is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk and on the Town’s website at (Link) or pass any 
vote or votes in relation thereto.   
 
ARTICLE 4: To see if the Town will vote to fix the salaries of all appointed officials as required by 
law for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2020, as set forth in Schedule II, Appointed Officials, a copy 
of which is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk and on the Town’s website at (Link)  or pass any 
vote or votes in relation thereto.   
 
ARTICLE 5: To see if the Town will vote to amend the classification plan to add the position of 
Assistant Planner at Grade D as per a Memorandum of Agreement between the Town of 
Montague and the National Association of Government Employees (NAGE), or pass any vote or 
votes in relation thereto. 

(Planning Department Request) 
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ARTICLE 6: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $10,527,445, or any other amount, for the maintenance 
of the several departments of the Town, said sums to be allocated in accordance with Schedule III, 
Budget, a copy of which is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk and on the Town’s website at 
(Link) and for any other necessary changes, or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.  
 
ARTICLE 7:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $2,449,068, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
operating the Water Pollution Control Facility and associated pumping stations, said sums to be 
allocated in accordance with Schedule IV, WPCF Budget, a copy of which is on file in the Office of 
the Town Clerk and on the Town’s website at (Link), or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto. 
 
ARTICLE 8:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $79,750, or any other amount, for the purpose of funding 
the operations, maintenance, and debt service of the Colle Building, or pass any vote or votes in 
relation thereto. 

(Selectboard Request) 
 

ARTICLE 9:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $55,694, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
operating the Turners Falls Airport, or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto. 

(Airport Commission Request) 
 

ARTICLE 10:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $1,255,456, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
paying the Franklin County Technical School District for Montague’s share of the assessment for 
the yearly operation of the Franklin County Technical School, or pass any vote or votes in relation 
thereto. 

(Franklin County Technical School Request) 
 

 
ARTICLE 11:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $10,732,268, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
paying the Gill-Montague Regional School District for Montague’s share of the assessment for the 
yearly operation of the Gill-Montague Regional Schools, or pass any vote or votes in relation 
thereto. 

(Gill-Montague Regional School District Request) 
 
ARTICLE 12:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $16,250, or any other amount, for the purpose of hiring a 
contractor to provide valuation services relating to the natural gas and electric 
transmission/distribution utility properties located in town, including any and all incidental and 
related costs, or to pass any vote or votes in relation thereto. 

(Board of Assessors Request) 
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ARTICLE 13:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $41,953 or any other amount, for the following school 
building related projects and any and all incidental and related costs, or to pass any vote or votes 
in relation thereto. 

 To repair the canopy over the Gill Montague Regional School District Administration 
Building’s side entry 

 To repair the Hillcrest Elementary School roof 

 To obtain Building Condition Assessments to support capital planning for the Sheffield 
School, Hillcrest School, and Great Falls Middle School/Turners Falls High School 
Buildings 

(GMRSD Request) 
 
ARTICLE 14:   To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow, or otherwise provide the sum of $191,000, or any other amount, for the following WPCF 
projects and any and all incidental and related costs, or to pass any vote or votes in relation 
thereto. 

1. To increase the appropriation made pursuant to Article 7 of the March 5, 2020 Special 
Town Meeting, which appropriated $75,000 to remove and dispose of an existing oil tank 
and vault. 

2. To replace coarse bubble diffusers at the Montague WPCF with fine bubble diffusers or 
similar energy saving technology 

3. To replace a primary sludge pump at the Montague WPCF, including purchasing and 
equipping a new pump, removal and disposal of the existing pump, design and installation 
services. 

(WPCF Superintendent Request) 
 
ARTICLE  15:   To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $127,260, or any other amount,  
for the following Town projects and any and all incidental and related costs, or to pass any vote or 
votes in relation thereto. 

1. To purchase, equip and make major repairs to DPW vehicles and equipment  
2. To replace the Council on Aging chimney 
3. To repair traditional walking paths in the villages of Millers Falls and Turners Falls, including 

but not limited to repair or replacement of the existing public stairway leading from the 
Millers Falls Village Center to Highland Park and the existing public walkway running from 
7th Street to High Street, near its intersection with Avenue B. 

(Dept. of Public Works, Council on Aging and Planning Department Request) 
 
ARTICLE 16: To see if the Town will vote to transfer care, custody and control of the land and/or 
building commonly known as the former DPW Garage, located at 500 Avenue A, Turners Falls, and 
shown as Assessors’ Parcel ID 05-0-127, from the Selectboard for general municipal purposes to 
Selectboard for general municipal purposes and for the purpose of conveyance or lease; and to 
authorize the Selectboard to sell or lease, transfer or convey all or any portion of such land and/or 
building for such sum and upon such conditions determined by the Selectboard to be in the best 
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interests of the Town, pursuant to G.L. c. 30B, and to authorize the Selectboard to execute any 
and all instruments, including deeds, leases or other agreements and take all other actions 
necessary or appropriate to effectuate the vote taken hereunder, or take any other action relative 
thereto. 
 
ARTICLE 17: To see if the Town will vote to transfer care, custody and control of the land and/or 
building commonly known as the Town Hall Annex, located at 1 Avenue A, Turners Falls, and 
shown as Assessors’ Parcel ID 04-0-0004, from the Selectboard for general municipal purposes to 
the Selectboard for general municipal purposes and for the purpose of conveyance or lease; and 
to authorize the Selectboard to sell or lease, transfer or convey all or any portion of such land 
and/or building for such sum and upon such conditions determined by the Selectboard to be in 
the best interests of the Town, pursuant to G.L. c. 30B, and to authorize the Selectboard to 
execute any and all instruments, including deeds, leases or other agreements and take all other 
actions necessary or appropriate to effectuate the vote taken hereunder, or pas any vote or votes 
in relation thereto. 
 
ARTICLE 18:   
We are writing to request that funds be appropriated to facilitate the repair of the public stairway 
leading from the Millers Falls Village Center to Highland Park.  While many people continue to use 
the stairs they are in a sorry state and could cause someone harm if not addressed. Several of the 
concrete stairs are crumbling and the railings are rusted and broken.  We feel that this is an 
important connector between the village center and the park and we hope that fixing the stairs 
would increase the use of the park by residents of the village center.  Please repair the stairs so 
that we can use them safely.  

(Petitioned Article) 
 
Given under our hands this _26th_ day of May in the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand and Twenty. 
        
Michael Nelson 
        
Christopher M. Boutwell, Sr. 
        
Richard Kuklewicz, Chairman 
Selectmen, Town of Montague 
 
Franklin, ss      Montague, MA          May        , 2020 
 
Pursuant to the within warrant, I have warned the Inhabitants of the Town of Montague by 
posting attested copies of the same in a conspicuous place in each of the Post Offices, Libraries, 
and the Town Hall of the Town of Montague at least seven days before said meeting as within 
directed. 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Constable of Montague 


